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Text mining of QQ group messages and ghostwriting trading records
and the inducements for academic misconduct

TAN Chunlin

Editorial Office of Journal of South China Normal University, 55 West Zhongshan Avenue, Tianhe District, Guangzhou 510631,
China

Abstract: [ Purposes ] This paper aims to analyze the demand characteristics of ghostwriting trading and the main inducement for
academic misconduct. [ Methods ] All chat records (4898 items) were extracted from QQ group from September 12, 2018 to
November 12, 2018. The data such as transaction records ( 174875) and evaluation information of ghostwriting products (4473
products, as of 20:26 February 7, 2019) were obtained from an e-commerce company. Through keyword de-duplication, filtering,
merging, and frequency statistics of chat messages and transaction records data, the statistical results of information release period
distribution, demand classification, involving journals, and regional distribution of ghostwriting products were obtained. [ Findings ]
The release time of ghostwriting advertisements mainly focuses on the working day, and the advertisement content mainly focuses on
the ghostwriting trading and journal level. The cumulative sales of ghostwriting products in e-commerce have reached 7.69681
million yuan, the stores are mainly located in Beijing, Guangdong, and Shanghai, and the products are mainly divided into
promotion, work, and study categories. [ Conclusions | The orientation of academic evaluation of "paper first" is the direct
inducement for academic misconduct; the high efficiency, good writing, and low rate of checking duplication of ghostwriting
products are the important inducement; the low cost of academic misconduct is caused by the lighter punishment and the greater
difficulty of punishment for both sides of the ghostwriting transaction; the irregular operation of issuing acceptance letters and
invoicing and changing authors and institution, unintentionally opens a " back door" for academic misconduct.
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