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A comparison of column setting and typographical design between Chinese
and foreign academic journals and its enlightenment

YAN Zhi-sen
(Editorial Department of Journal, Shaoguan University, Shaoguan 512005, Guangdong, China)

Abstract: A comparative study is made of column setting between 20 Chinese and 10 foreign academic
journals. Results show that the column total of the 20 Chinese academic journal is 4~24 (average 12.9), column
of journal 1~19 (average 7.2), and fixed column 2~6 (average 4.0), and that the column total of the 10 foreign
academic journal is 9~23 (average 15.9), column of journals 5~19 (average 11.0), and fixed column 3~8 (average
5.9). Concerning the 3 sets of figures compared above, Chinese academic journals are lower than foreign
counterparts, particularly in terms of the fixed column numbers, suggesting that the stability of Chinese
academic journals is yet to be increased, and that some characteristic columns are attempt —worthy. An
additional comparison of typographical design among 90 Chinese and foreign academic journals shows that there
is some but not significant deferences in font, size, type—setting between Chinese and foreign academic journals.
As to the frequency of characteristic design in different positions of journals, Chinese academic journals are
significantly lower in, especially, the cover, the title page, the preface and chart designs, all of which are to be
improved. The enlightenment is that journal staff should also work hard on the “secondary part” of journals,
while much attention is paid to journal contents.

Key words: academic journal; column setting; typographical design; Chinese journal; foreign journal; Chinese—

foreign comparison

(ED.: 0, K)



